
 

 

Jon Buechel: Free Press artist captured a 
gentle world 
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By Cecil Angel, Detroit Free Press  
 
Aug. 14--During his 43 years as an artist and illustrator at the Free Press, Jon Buechel 
chronicled the fashion world, celebrities and later, a simpler, kinder America through his 
"Buechel's World," which appeared in the Free Press Sunday comics.  
 
"He sees the same things we do. But he sees them with a gentler eye," wrote the late Free 
Press Publisher Neal Shine in an introduction to a 1987 book of his favorite drawings of 
children.  
 
Mr. Buechel died Friday at his Center Line home from liver cancer. He was 85.  
"He was just a lovely man," said Free Press copy editor Helene Lorber. "He will probably 
be remembered for his drawings of children ... and he always looked good -- trim, one of 
those old guys who wears jeans beautifully."  
 
Born in Center Line, Mr. Buechel began his career in 1948 at the Free Press at a time 
before fashion photography. His assignments took him to New York fashion shows, 
where he captured models breezing down the runways.  
 
Later, he illustrated news stories and became known for "Buechel's World" -- a weekly 
illustration that ran from 1989 until 2004, in which he captured kids, kittens, kites and 
other images that evoked warm feelings.  
 
Martha Thierry, a Free Press artist, recalled Mr. Buechel as "a kind and gentle person."  
"He was a pleasure to work with, would always make time to visit and had a smile and 
encouraging word for his co-workers," she said. "Every year, Jon sent me a Christmas 
card that he had illustrated for charity with greetings for my family. I will miss his cards."  
People often clipped his illustrations and displayed them in their homes. "I guess I'm on 
more refrigerator doors than I care to think about," he said during a 1992 Free Press 
interview days before he retired.  
 
In retirement, he showed his works annually at the St. Clair Art Fair. 
 
He is survived by his wife, Shirley; daughters Claudia Love, Melissa Andrews and 
Bridget Downing, and two grandchildren.  
 
A funeral mass will be held at 10 a.m. Wednesday at St. Clement Church, 25320 Van 
Dyke in Center Line. Burial will be in Oakview Cemetery in Royal Oak.  
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