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NEWARK, N.J. -- John Z. DelLorean was one of Detroit's best-known -- and
most controversial -- automotive innovators. He designed Pontiac's GTO
muscle car in the 1960s, then left Detroit to launch his own car company, one
of just a handful of U.S. entrepreneurs to undertake such a challenge in the
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"John DeLorean was one of Detroit's larger-than-life figures who secured a
noteworthy place in our industry's history," GM Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer Rick Wagoner said in a statement Sunday. "He made a name for
himself through his talent, creativity, innovation and daring. At GM, he will
always be remembered as the father of the Pontiac GTO, which really started
the muscle-car craze of the '60s."

Interviewed Thursday morning by Bloomberg News, Delorean said he had
ideas on how financially strapped GM could right itself. But "they have to pay
me" to find out, he joked.

Delorean was the first of four sons of a Ford Motor Co. foundry worker. After
his parents divorced, he grew up in Detroit and Los Angeles. He played
saxophone and won a music scholarship to the Lawrence Institute of
Technology in Detroit. But he shifted to engineering, and later earned
advanced degrees in engineering and business.

He was hired as an engineer by Chrysler in 1952, though he left less than a
year later to work for Packard Motor Co. When Packard was acquired by
Studebaker Corp. in 1956, DelLorean took a job with the advanced
engineering group at Pontiac. His patents included the recessed windshield
wiper and the overhead cam engine.
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By age 40, DeLorean led Pontiac, and four years later became the youngest
head of GM's giant Chevrolet division. He was credited with creating what
some consider the first muscle car in 1964 by cramming a V8 engine into a
Pontiac Tempest and calling it the GTO, dubbed the "Goat" by enthusiasts.

Many thought DelLorean was destined to become GM's president. He was
vice president in charge of North American car and truck operations when he
quit in 1973 to launch the DeLorean Motor Car Co. near Belfast, Northern
Ireland.

Eight years later, the DeLorean DMC-12 hit the streets. But the factory
produced only about 8,900 cars in three years. The company collapsed in
1983, a year after he was charged with conspiring to sell $24 million of
cocaine and money laundering to salvage his car venture.

DelLorean claimed entrapment and won acquittal on the charges in 1984,
despite a videotape in which he called a suitcase full of cocaine "good as
gold."

Through the 1980s and into the 1990s, he battled tax, fraud, racketeering and
bankruptcy charges and avoided extradition to Great Britain and Switzerland
to face charges of defrauding investors in his car plant. The British
government lost the equivalent of $94 million from its heavy subsidies in the
plant.

He was later cleared of defrauding investors, but continuing legal battles kept
him on the sidelines of the automotive world, although his passion for cars did
not abate.

After declaring bankruptcy in 1999, he said he wanted to produce a speedy
plastic sports car selling for only $20,000. His fourth wife, Sally, said in a brief
interview Sunday that he had designed a new sports car and still hoped to
start another auto company.

Mayer Morganroth, a Southfield-based attorney who represented DelLorean
from 1982 until 1993, said his former client was "probably one of the finest
auto engineers in the world at the time."

Morganroth later sued DelLorean for failing to pay lawyer's fees.

"l think he was one of the great tragedies," Morganroth said. "An exceedingly
bright, talented man. John was also the ultimate deceiver."

In addition to his wife, DeLorean is survived by a son, Zachary Tavio
Delorean; two daughters, Kathryn Ann DelLorean and Sheila Baldwin
DeLorean; three brothers, and two grandchildren.

A public viewing will be from 2 to 8 p.m. Wednesday at A.J. Desmond & Sons
Funeral Home in Royal Oak. A private burial will be Thursday at White Chapel
Cemetery in Troy.

=E &

ermail this | print this
Related stories >

B 'Oprah’ buzz works no magic for Pontiac G6

http://www.freep.com/money/autonews/delorean21e_20050321.htm

Page 2 of 3

1

FINDING THE CAR
YOU WANT FEELS
PRETTY GOOD.

=

FIND THE RIGHT
GAR FOR YOU.™

SUBSCRIPTION CENTER
[ BB SRR S8 i ]

[ = __ﬂﬂmit_%&j_:r Press = i

GET UP TD
4 WEEKS FREE

WHEN YOU SUBSCRIEE OR RENEW

=Start Home Delivery
*Renew Subscription
-Customer Service

.Earn Extra Income - Become
an Independent Carrier

NEWSPAPER ADS
elick Peave

FEATURING:
Dining Delights

|More Savings: |

@ markeiplacedetroil.com

3/22/2005



John Z. DelLorean: Auto innovator had flair, infamy Page 3 of 3

B AUTO INDUSTRY REPORT: Toyota's sales to slow *Online Shopping Mall
=Print Grocery Coupons
B [llinois police drop Ford class action *Win Movie Tickets

*Browse the Classifieds

B GM to keep fast payments to suppliers
B GM speeds salaried staff cuts
B Ford vote targets family

B C&A's debt standing, stock price show drop

Home News Sports Entertainment Business Features Opinion Tech Marketplace

Copyright © 2005 Detroit Free Press Inc. All rights reserved.

http://www.freep.com/money/autonews/delorean21e_20050321.htm 3/22/2005



